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all aspects of Judiclal behav· ' , 
lor - on and off the bench -
received their first public 
hearing at the Bar Associa-
tion's annual convention 
here. 
The 40 federal, state and 
local judges from around the 
nation who attended the ini-
. tial hearing appeared gener-
ally satisfied with the pr0-
posed code, which makes 
radical changes in the exist-
ing canons of ethics. For ex-
ample: 
• It absolutely bars a 
judge from sitting on any 
case in which he has any fi-
nancial interest. 
• It flatly stops him from 
participating in a group, 
such as the Warren Commis-
sion on the Kennedy assassi-
nation, that may become p0-
litically controversial. 
• It severely limits parti-
an political activity even for 
judges who are elected. 
Under the current canons 
of judicial ethics, adopted in 
1924, a judge is only barred 
from hearing a case in which 
he has a "significant" finan-
cial interest - a determina-
tion that he alone makes in 
the secrecy of his own con-
science. 
Flat Rule 
Whitney North Seymour 
Sr., former president of the 
ABA, told the judges' meet-
ing that "we feel it is better 
to have an absolutely flat 
rule so that a judge does not 
have to worry in every case 
whether his financial interest 
is significant or insignifi- I 
cant." 
Other provisions of the new 
code aimed at financial in-
tegrity require a judge to di-
vest himself "as Isoon as pos-
sible" of stocks and bonds 
that mi$!lt lea"., to 
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